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The theatre practitioner we are focusing on

this month is the incredibly immersive:




Famous for:
Promenade theatre

Audience participation (Audiences

wear masks)

Theatre work:
Sleep No More

The Drowned Man

Masque of the Red Death

Main Dramatic Theory:
Contemporary non-naturalistic

theatre

Look at the image below: 

what did you
think of this
modern day
romantic re-
telling? let us

know!

Scan the qr code
below to learn

more about
punchdrunk and

immersive theatre!

Write down all the words that come to
mind when you see this image.

Try then, to incorporate those words into
a poem or a monologue - what is the
message you want to get across to your
audience?
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Each month we will be exploring a different
career path within the arts, meeting people within
that sector in the hopes of inspiring and opening
our reader's eyes to the many opportunities that
exist in the world of theatre!

Our Playwright in the Spotlight and Career of the
Month have merged this issue to bring us the

incredibly hilarious playwright:
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THEATRE NEWSTHEATRE NEWS

T H E  D R A M A  M A G A - S C E N E  B Y
 G A T E A C R E  S C H O O L  D R A M A  D E P A R T M E N T

What's on in Liverpool

N O Ë L  C O W A R D



GET IN TOUCH IF
YOU HAVE ANY
THEATRE NEWS

TO SHARE -
WRITE IN TO ANY
OF YOUR DRAMA

TEACHERS!

Noël Peirce Coward was born in 1899 and made his professional stage debut as Prince Mussel in The Goldfish at
the age of 12, leading to many child actor appearances over the next few years. His breakthrough in
playwriting had him write world famous plays like, Blithe spirit, present laughter,  Sail away and many many
more!

Coward made his name as both actor and playwright in the West End and on Broadway. His professional
partnership with childhood friend Gertrude Lawrence, started with Private Lives (1931), and continued with
Tonight at 8.30 (1936). 

 







During World War II, he remained a successful playwright, screenwriter and director, as well as entertaining the troops and even

acting as an unofficial spy for the Foreign Office. His plays during these years included Blithe Spirit which ran for 1997

performances, outlasting the War (a West End record until The Mousetrap overtook it), This Happy Breed and Present Laughter

(both 1943). His two wartime screenplays, In Which We Serve, which he co-directed with the young David Lean, and Brief

Encounter quickly became classics of British cinema. 




However, the post-war years were more difficult. Austerity Britain – the London critics determined – was out of tune with the

brittle Coward wit. In response, Coward re-invented himself as a cabaret and TV star, particularly in America, and in 1955 he

played a sell-out season in Las Vegas featuring many of his most famous songs, including Mad About the Boy, I’ll See You Again

and Mad Dogs and Englishmen. In the mid-1950s he settled in Jamaica and Switzerland, and enjoyed a renaissance in the early

1960s becoming the first living playwright to be performed by the National Theatre, when he directed Hay Fever there. Late in

his career he was lauded for his roles in a number of films including Our Man In Havana (1959) and his role as the iconic Mr.

Bridger alongside Michael Caine in The Italian Job (1968). 






Writer, actor, director, film producer, painter,
songwriter, cabaret artist as well as an author
of a novel, verse, essays and autobiographies, he
was called by close friends ‘The Master’. His final
West End appearance was Song at Twilight in 1966,
which he wrote and starred in. He was knighted
in 1970 and died peacefully in 1973 in his beloved
Jamaica.

tO LEARN
MORE ABOUT
BECOMING A
PLAYWRIGHT
SCAN THE QR
CODE HERE:
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