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Year 9 OpƟons 
Booklet 2025 

 
AÊguideÊtoÊtheÊcoursesÊandÊqualificaƟonsÊ
availableÊtoÊYearÊ10ÊandÊ11Êstudents. 
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DearÊStudents,ÊParents,ÊandÊCarers, 
 
WelcomeÊtoÊtheÊYearÊ9ÊOpƟonsÊBooklet,ÊanÊessenƟalÊtoolÊandÊguideÊdesignedÊtoÊassistÊyouÊinÊnavigaƟngÊ
theÊimportantÊdecisionsÊahead.ÊAsÊtheÊprincipalÊofÊourÊschool,ÊIÊwantÊtoÊemphasiseÊthatÊtheÊchoicesÊyouÊ
makeÊduringÊthisÊpivotalÊƟmeÊwillÊinfluenceÊyourÊacademicÊjourneyÊandÊfutureÊpathwaysÊintoÊourÊSixthÊ
FormÊand/orÊbeyondÊ. 
 
ThisÊbookletÊservesÊnotÊonlyÊasÊaÊresourceÊforÊunderstandingÊtheÊsubjectsÊavailableÊbutÊalsoÊasÊaÊtoolÊforÊ
reflecƟonÊonÊyourÊindividualÊstrengthsÊandÊaspiraƟons.ÊItÊisÊcrucialÊthatÊeachÊstudentÊtakesÊtheÊƟmeÊtoÊ
considerÊtheirÊownÊacademicÊabiliƟesÊandÊinterestsÊasÊtheyÊmakeÊtheseÊdecisions.ÊChoosingÊsubjectsÊthatÊ
alignÊwithÊyourÊstrengthsÊandÊambiƟonsÊwillÊempowerÊyouÊtoÊengageÊmoreÊdeeplyÊwithÊyourÊstudiesÊandÊ
layÊaÊsolidÊfoundaƟonÊforÊyourÊfuture. 
 
WeÊencourageÊyouÊtoÊthinkÊcriƟcallyÊaboutÊwhatÊexcitesÊyouÊandÊwhatÊyouÊenvisionÊforÊyourÊfuture.ÊTheseÊ
choicesÊshouldÊbeÊmadeÊforÊtheÊrightÊreasons—ÊdrivenÊbyÊyourÊpassionsÊandÊgoals,ÊratherÊthanÊexternalÊ
pressuresÊorÊtrends.ÊByÊdoingÊso,ÊyouÊwillÊnotÊonlyÊenhanceÊyourÊlearningÊexperienceÊbutÊalsoÊculƟvateÊtheÊ
skillsÊandÊknowledgeÊnecessaryÊtoÊsucceedÊinÊyourÊchosenÊpath. 
 
AsÊyouÊexploreÊtheÊopƟonsÊpresentedÊinÊthisÊbooklet,ÊrememberÊthatÊyourÊeducaƟonÊisÊaÊpersonalÊjourney.Ê
WeÊareÊhereÊtoÊsupportÊyouÊeveryÊstepÊofÊtheÊway,ÊandÊweÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊseeingÊyouÊthriveÊasÊyouÊ
embarkÊonÊthisÊexciƟngÊchapterÊofÊyourÊacademicÊlife. 
 
EnsureÊyouÊaskÊasÊmanyÊquesƟonsÊasÊyouÊneedÊtoÊclarifyÊyourÊunderstandingÊ,ÊinÊorderÊtoÊmakeÊaÊtrulyÊ
informedÊdecisionÊaboutÊyourÊKS4Êoffer. 
 
I’mÊexcitedÊforÊyouÊandÊexcitedÊtoÊtakeÊthisÊfirstÊstep,ÊwithÊyou,ÊtowardsÊbecomingÊaÊGateacreÊGreat! 
 
WeÊareÊhereÊwithÊyouÊandÊforÊyou.Ê 
 
BestÊwishesÊ, 
 
MrÊNÊJamil 

Principal 
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The Curriculum at KS4 
 

 
 

 

Step 1: Compulsory subjects 

EnglishÊLanguageÊandÊEnglishÊLiterature 

MathemaƟcs 

CombinedÊScienceÊorÊSeparateÊSciences 
If you choose the Separate Sciences this will need to be one of your opƟon choices in step 3. 

Step 2: EBACC 

YouÊmustÊchooseÊoneÊofÊtheÊfollowing.Ê 
1)ÊGeography 

2)ÊHistory 

3)ÊSpanish 

IfÊyouÊwishÊtoÊdoÊmoreÊthanÊone,ÊyouÊmustÊselectÊinÊstepÊ3.Ê 

You will also be asked for a reserve. 
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Step 3: OPEN CHOICES 

YouÊcanÊchooseÊthreeÊotherÊsubjectsÊfromÊtheÊfollowÊlist.Ê 

ArtÊ&ÊDesign      Engineering 

ClassicalÊCivilisaƟon    GraphicÊDesign 

CompuƟngÊ&ÊIT     HealthÊ&ÊSocialÊCare 

Drama        Music 

BusinessÊEnterprise    Photography 

Economics      PEÊandÊSport 

SeparateÊSciences    Sociology 

Geography      History 

Spanish       ReligiousÊStudies 

HospitalityÊ&ÊCatering 

You will also be asked for a reserve. 
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OPTIONS OVERVIEW 

Step 1: AllÊpupilsÊwillÊtakeÊGCSEsÊinÊ 
EnglishÊLanguage 
EnglishÊLiterature 
MathemaƟcs 

ScienceÊ(CombinedÊorÊSeparateÊScience) 

 

Step 2: PickÊbetweenÊGeography,ÊHistoryÊandÊ
Spanish.Ê 
 

Step 3: PickÊ3ÊopenÊsubjects. 
 

You will also be required to select a reserve at step 2 and step 3. 

TheÊfollowingÊpagesÊcontainÊinformaƟonÊaboutÊtheÊsubjectsÊ
availableÊatÊKS4.ÊUseÊthisÊinformaƟonÊtoÊinformÊyourÊdecision. 
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Choosing your opƟons 
 

YouÊareÊnowÊatÊtheÊstartÊofÊaÊcrucialÊƟmeÊofÊreflecƟonÊinÊyourÊschoolÊcareer,ÊthinkingÊ
aboutÊwhichÊsubjectsÊhaveÊcapturedÊyourÊinterestÊthisÊyearÊandÊthoseÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊ
toÊstudyÊatÊaÊhigherÊlevel.ÊItÊisÊalsoÊƟmeÊtoÊconsiderÊaÊrangeÊofÊnewÊsubjectsÊthatÊmayÊ
appealÊtoÊyou.Ê 
 

ItÊisÊessenƟalÊthatÊtheÊchoicesÊyouÊmakeÊnowÊareÊconsideredÊandÊclear.ÊYourÊteachersÊ
willÊbeÊhappyÊtoÊanswerÊyourÊquesƟons.ÊListenÊtoÊtheirÊadvice,ÊdiscussÊyourÊopƟonsÊ
butÊulƟmatelyÊensureÊthatÊtheÊchoicesÊyouÊmakeÊareÊrightÊforÊyouÊsoÊthatÊyouÊareÊ
doingÊsubjectsÊthatÊwillÊgiveÊyouÊfulfilmentsÊandÊsuccessÊwhilstÊyouÊareÊstudyingÊ
themÊasÊwellÊasÊprovidingÊyouÊwithÊaÊfullÊrangeÊofÊopƟonsÊinÊtheÊfuture.Ê 
 

EnsureÊthatÊyouÊreadÊthisÊbookletÊcarefully.ÊUseÊwhatÊisÊinÊitÊasÊtheÊbasisÊforÊ
discussionÊwithÊyourÊparentsÊandÊteachers.Ê 

Do choose... Don’t choose… 

* SubjectsÊyouÊlike 

* SubjectÊyouÊhaveÊdoneÊwellÊ
inÊandÊgainedÊgoodÊmarks 

* SubjectsÊyouÊfeelÊwouldÊ
helpÊyouÊtoÊbeÊsuccessfulÊinÊ
whateverÊyouÊchooseÊtoÊdoÊ
aŌerÊtheÊendÊofÊYearÊ11 

* SubjectsÊthatÊyourÊfriendsÊ
areÊchoosingÊ(theyÊmayÊnotÊ
beÊinÊyourÊclass) 

* SubjectsÊthatÊyourÊfavouriteÊ
teacherÊteachesÊ(youÊmayÊ
notÊbeÊinÊtheirÊclass) 

* SubjectsÊthatÊyouÊthinkÊ 
otherÊpeopleÊwouldÊlikeÊyouÊ
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Frequently Asked QuesƟons 
What are my choices? 

InÊaddiƟonÊtoÊyourÊcoreÊcurriculumÊsubjects,ÊwhichÊareÊmandatory,ÊyouÊwillÊ
thenÊchooseÊGeography,ÊHistoryÊorÊSpanishÊandÊthenÊthreeÊchoicesÊandÊ 
reserves.ÊFindÊoutÊmoreÊaboutÊtheÊsubjectsÊonÊofferÊinsideÊthisÊbooklet. 
ItÊisÊimportantÊthatÊyouÊenjoyÊlearning,ÊsoÊitÊisÊvitalÊthatÊyouÊselectÊcourseÊthatÊ
youÊfindÊinteresƟngÊ,ÊplayÊtoÊyourÊstrengthsÊandÊdevelopÊyourÊskills.ÊYouÊshouldÊ
considerÊcarefullyÊhowÊtheseÊchoicesÊwillÊaffectÊyourÊfutureÊatÊGateacreÊSchoolÊ
andÊbeyond.ÊManyÊcoursesÊofÊstudyÊwillÊlinkÊdirectlyÊintoÊsixthÊformÊcourses. 

How many choices can I make? 

InÊaddiƟonÊtoÊcoreÊsubjects,ÊyouÊwillÊchooseÊone subject fromÊGeographyÊor 
HistoryÊor Spanish.ÊÊYouÊthenÊhaveÊchooseÊthree ‘Open Choices’ andÊyouÊmustÊ
make reserveÊchoices.Ê 

How do I indicate my opƟon choices? 

ThisÊyear,ÊtheÊopƟonsÊprocessÊwillÊtakeÊplaceÊonline,ÊviaÊEduLink.ÊCarefullyÊreadÊ
theÊinformaƟonÊcontainedÊinÊthisÊbookletÊtoÊsupportÊyouÊinÊmakingÊyourÊ 
choices. 

Will I automaƟcally secure a place on my first choice courses? 

NotÊnecessarily,ÊforÊthreeÊreasons: 

1. TheÊrangeÊofÊsubjectsÊofferedÊnow,ÊatÊtheÊplanningÊstage,ÊmayÊhaveÊtoÊbeÊ
modifiedÊbecauseÊofÊstaffingÊorÊotherÊconstraints. 

2. ItÊmayÊbeÊnecessaryÊtoÊlimitÊnumberÊforÊsafetyÊreasonsÊandÊaccessÊtoÊ 
equipment.Ê 

3. AÊstudent’sÊlevelÊofÊaƩainmentÊandÊprogressionÊinÊYearÊ9ÊwillÊbeÊconsideredÊ
beforeÊconfirmingÊfinalÊchoices.Ê 

 
YouÊwillÊbeÊaskedÊtoÊgiveÊreserveÊchoicesÊonÊyourÊOpƟonsÊform.ÊItÊisÊimportantÊ
thatÊyouÊdoÊthisÊasÊsomeÊsubjectsÊmayÊbeÊunderÊorÊover-subscribed,ÊandÊ 
thereforeÊweÊwillÊneedÊtoÊfindÊanÊalternaƟveÊopƟonÊforÊyou. 
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Career’s Advice 

Careers Leader: MrsÊJÊBoyd  

Gateacre have gained the Quality Award for Careers Guidance.   
CareersÊadviceÊisÊavailableÊtoÊstudentsÊinsideÊandÊoutsideÊofÊschool.ÊÊCareersÊadviceÊisÊavailableÊ
everyÊdayÊatÊlunchÊƟmeÊB402ÊÊfromÊMrsÊBoydÊÊ(AssistantÊPrincipalÊ/ÊCareersÊLeader).Ê 

Access to independent careers advice isÊprovidedÊbyÊCareerÊConnect.ÊÊStudentsÊatÊGateacreÊ
receive imparƟal independent careers adviceÊwithÊqualifiedÊCareersÊAdvisor,ÊLeanneÊMorreyÊÊ
whoÊworkÊinÊschoolÊeachÊThursday 

OurÊStudentsÊalsoÊhaveÊaccess to out of hours careers advice withÊaÊdedicatedÊportalÊandÊ
helplineÊtoÊhelpÊthemÊwhenÊtheyÊareÊoutÊofÊschool.ÊÊWeÊalsoÊworkÊwithÊtheÊNaƟonal Careers 
Service andÊstudentsÊareÊshownÊhowÊtoÊaccessÊtheÊNaƟonalÊÊCareersÊServicesÊfaciliƟesÊsoÊthatÊ
theyÊcanÊspeakÊtoÊadvisorÊÊandÊgainÊinformaƟonÊonÊjobs,ÊvacanciesÊandÊupÊtoÊdateÊlabourÊmar-
ketÊinformaƟonÊwhereverÊtheyÊare.Ê 

Careers InformaƟon Advice and Guidance focus events 

DuringÊyearÊ9ÊstudentsÊÊexplore careers soŌware and IAG websites to support them in their 
transiƟon to Key Sage 4.ÊPriorÊtoÊchoosingÊopƟonsÊourÊstudentsÊhaveÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊspendÊ
ƟmeÊÊfocussing on Future Career OpportuniƟes/paths inÊÊorderÊtoÊhelpÊwithÊtheirÊchoices.ÊAl-
so,ÊstudentsÊhaveÊaccessÊtoÊaÊvarietyÊofÊdifferentÊsoŌware tools to explore the world of work 
and employment.ÊFurther,ÊstudentsÊworkÊwithÊotherÊyearÊ9ÊstudentsÊandÊareÊsupported 
through the process by their Academic Tutor.Ê 

StudentsÊÊcarryÊoutÊjobÊstudiesÊlookingÊatÊtheÊskillsÊandÊqualiƟesÊrequiredÊandÊtheÊentryÊroutesÊ
intoÊcareersÊofÊtheirÊchoiceÊtoÊhelpÊthemÊmake informed decisions.ÊTheyÊwillÊalsoÊhaveÊtheÊop-
portunityÊtoÊwork with staff andÊotherÊstudentsÊtoÊlookÊatÊwaysÊofÊmaking informed decisions 
about their opƟons.  
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Careers OpportuniƟes  
GeographyÊisÊaÊmulƟ-disciplinaryÊcourseÊthatÊincludesÊ
scienceÊandÊmaths.ÊItÊcanÊleadÊtoÊmanyÊcareersÊin/as: 
CartographerÊ•ÊDevelopmentÊandÊGlobalÊFieldÊ•ÊMar-
keƟngÊ•ÊTravel/TourismÊ•ÊUrbanÊPlanningÊ•ÊDataÊAna-
lystÊ•ÊEnvironmentalÊScienƟstÊ•ÊEcology/MarineÊBiolo-
gistÊ•ÊPublicÊServicesÊ•ÊConservaƟonÊ•TeachingÊ 

Next Steps 
Study: A Level Geography;  
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 
 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

· PhysicalÊEnvironmentÊexamÊpaper:Ê1Ê
hourÊ30ÊminutesÊworthÊ37.5% of grade 

 
· HumanÊEnvironmentÊexamÊpaper:Ê1Ê

hourÊ30ÊminutesÊworthÊ37.5% of grade 
 
· GeographicalÊInvesƟgaƟonsÊexamÊpa-

per:Ê1 hour 30 minutes worth 25% of 
grade. 

What does the course offer me? 
TheÊGCSEÊGeographyÊcourseÊaimsÊtoÊsƟmulateÊstudents’ÊinterestÊinÊGeography;ÊdevelopÊ
aÊsenseÊofÊplaceÊandÊanÊappreciaƟonÊofÊtheÊenvironment;ÊandÊhelpÊthemÊtoÊactÊinÊanÊ
informedÊandÊresponsibleÊway.ÊStudentsÊacquireÊknowledgeÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊaÊ
rangeÊofÊplaces,ÊenvironmentsÊandÊgeographicalÊpaƩerns,ÊandÊdevelopÊtheirÊunder-
standingÊofÊtheÊphysicalÊandÊhumanÊprocesses,ÊincludingÊdecision-making,ÊwhichÊaffectÊ
theirÊdevelopment.ÊYouÊwillÊacquireÊaÊrangeÊofÊskillsÊthroughÊfield,ÊmapÊandÊatlasÊworkÊ
usingÊIT,ÊgraphicÊandÊpresentaƟonalÊwork,ÊdiscussionÊandÊgroupÊworkÊusingÊaÊnumberÊofÊ
differentÊresources. 

What does the course involve? 
Component 1: The Physical Environment 
· TopicÊ1—TheÊchangingÊlandscapesÊofÊtheÊUKÊ(includingÊsubÊtopicsÊwhichÊstudentsÊ
chooseÊ2ÊfromÊthree:Ê1A:ÊCoastalÊlandscapesÊandÊprocesses,Ê1B:ÊRiverÊlandscapesÊandÊ
processesÊorÊ1C:ÊGlaciatedÊuplandÊlandscapesÊandÊprocesses 

· TopicÊ2—WeatherÊhazardsÊandÊclimateÊchange 
· TopicÊ3—ÊEcosystems,ÊbiodiversityÊandÊmanagement 
Component 2: The Human Environment  
· TopicÊ4—ChangingÊciƟes 
· TopicÊ5—GlobalÊdevelopment 
· TopicÊ6—ÊResourceÊmanagementÊincludingÊsub-topicsÊfromÊwhichÊstudentsÊchooseÊ1Ê

fromÊ2:ÊÊ6A:ÊEnergyÊresourceÊmanagementÊorÊWaterÊresourceÊmanagement 
Component 3: Geographical InvesƟgaƟons: Fieldwork and UK Challenges 
· TopicÊ7—GeographicalÊinvesƟgaƟons—fieldwork 
· TopicÊ8—GeographicalÊinvesƟgaƟons—UKÊchallenges 

Geography (Edexcel A) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Careers 
HistoryÊdevelopsÊmanyÊskillsÊsuchÊasÊresearch,Êexamin-
ingÊevidenceÊandÊpresenƟngÊanÊargument.ÊTherefore,ÊitÊ
isÊusefulÊforÊmanyÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊArchaeologyÊ•ÊBusi-
nessÊ•ÊHistorianÊ•ÊJournalistÊ•ÊLawyer•ÊÊMuseumÊCura-
tor•ÊÊPoliceÊ•ÊPoliƟcianÊ•ResearcherÊÊ•ÊTeachingÊ•ÊTour-
ism•Ê 
 

Next Steps 
Study: A Level History 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

History (Edexcel) 

What does the course offer me? 
HistoryÊwillÊdevelopÊaÊdepthÊofÊknowledgeÊthatÊlinksÊtoÊtheÊmodernÊworld.ÊImportantlyÊitÊallowsÊ
studentsÊtoÊdeepenÊaÊrangeÊofÊhighlyÊvaluedÊskillsÊthatÊsupportÊmanyÊotherÊareasÊofÊstudy.ÊForÊexam-
ple,ÊstudyingÊhistoryÊhelpsÊdevelop: 

-ÊAÊrangeÊofÊcommunicaƟonÊskillsÊincludingÊdebateÊandÊpersuasion. 
-ÊTheÊrangeÊofÊcommunicaƟonÊskillsÊincludingÊdebateÊandÊpersuasion. 
-ÊTheÊabilityÊtoÊorganiseÊandÊcategorise. 
-ÊDecisionÊmakingÊskills. 
 

StudentsÊwillÊhaveÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊlearnÊinÊwellÊresourcedÊenvironment.ÊInÊrecentÊyearsÊthereÊ
haveÊbeenÊaÊnumberÊofÊenrichmentÊopportuniƟes.ÊForÊexample,ÊtheÊHistoryÊDepartmentÊhasÊcon-
ductedÊtripsÊtoÊdesƟnaƟonsÊlinkedÊtoÊtopicsÊofÊstudyÊincludingÊtheÊFirstÊWorldÊWarÊbaƩlefieldÊsitesÊinÊ
BelgiumÊandÊFrance,ÊtheÊUKÊParliament,ÊKrakowÊandÊBerlin. 

LearningÊisÊsupportedÊbyÊtheÊfaceÊthatÊmanyÊstudentsÊhaveÊfoundÊtheÊtopicsÊtoÊbeÊinterestedÊandÊ
relevant.ÊSomeÊquesƟonsÊraisedÊduringÊstudiedÊHistoryÊGCSEÊinclude: 

-ÊWhyÊdidÊElizabethÊIÊhaveÊherÊcousinÊmurdered? 
-ÊHowÊhasÊmedicineÊenabledÊusÊtoÊliveÊsoÊmuchÊlongerÊthanÊourÊrecentÊancestors? 
-ÊWhyÊwasÊtheÊUSAÊsoÊdividedÊinÊtheÊlateÊ20thÊCentury? 
-ÊWhyÊdidÊpoliƟcalÊideologyÊincreaseÊglobalÊtensionsÊaŌerÊWorldÊWarÊTwo? 

What does the course involve? 

InÊHistoryÊweÊworkÊinÊaÊvarietyÊofÊwaysÊinÊorderÊtoÊdevelopÊcoreÊknowledgeÊandÊsubjectÊskills.ÊTheseÊ
includeÊindependentÊresearch,ÊoralÊpresentaƟons,ÊdebateÊandÊdiscussion,ÊICT,ÊandÊtheÊstudyÊofÊ
filmedÊeventsÊincludingÊnewsreels,ÊdocumentariesÊandÊfeatureÊfilms. 

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

The History course is divided into three units: 
 
Paper 1 
BriƟsh ThemaƟc Study with Historical 
Environment (30%) (1hr 15min) 
· MedicineÊinÊBritain,Êc1250Ê-Êpresent. 
· MedicineÊonÊtheÊWesternÊFront,Ê1914-18. 
 
Paper 2 

A period study and BriƟsh depth study (40%) 
(1hr 45min) 

· SuperpowerÊrelaƟonsÊandÊtheÊColdÊWar,Ê
1941-91. 

· EarlyÊElizabethanÊEngland,Ê1558—1588. 

Paper 3 
Modern Depth Study. (30%) (1hr 20min) 
· TheÊUSA,Ê1954-75,ÊconflictÊatÊhomeÊandÊ

abroad 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
EmployersÊandÊbusinessesÊseekÊapplicantsÊwhoÊcanÊ
navigateÊtheÊmodernÊglobalÊeconomy;ÊsoÊSpanishÊisÊ
greatÊforÊaÊnumberÊofÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊCabinÊCrewÊ•Ê
JournalistÊ•ÊImmigraƟonÊOfficer•ÊLawyer•ÊPilotÊ•ÊPublicÊ
ServicesÊ•ÊTravel/Tourism•ÊTeacherÊ•ÊTranslator/ÊInter-
preter 
Next Steps 
Study: A Level Spanish 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
ThereÊareÊtwo Ɵers of entry: 
FoundaƟon—grades 1-4 
Higher—grades 4-9 
 
AllÊfourÊskills: 
 
Listening 
Speaking 
Reading 
WriƟng 
 
AllÊareÊassessedÊbyÊterminalÊexamÊatÊtheÊ
endÊofÊyearÊ11.Ê 
 
Each skill is worth 25% of the final 
grade. 

What does the course offer me? 

LearningÊaÊlanguageÊopensÊdoorsÊtoÊlotsÊofÊopportuniƟesÊsuchÊasÊtravel,ÊworkÊ
opportuniƟes,ÊpromoƟonÊandÊfurtherÊstudy.ÊTheÊcourseÊweÊofferÊgivesÊstudentsÊ
theÊchanceÊtoÊseeÊprogressÊquicklyÊandÊgainÊtheÊconfidenceÊtoÊcommunicateÊ
effecƟvelyÊinÊaÊvarietyÊofÊsituaƟons.ÊSuccessfulÊlinguistsÊareÊgoodÊcommunica-
tors,ÊproblemÊsolversÊandÊintelligentÊthinkers.Ê 

What does the course involve? 

Topics covered are: 

Health     HomeÊandÊlocalÊarea 

RelaƟonshipsÊandÊchoicesÊ  Environment 

FreeÊƟmeÊandÊtheÊmedia  SchoolÊandÊfutureÊplans 

Holidays    CurrentÊandÊfutureÊjobs 

Spanish (AQA) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes 
ArƟstÊ•ÊTeacherÊ•ÊCuratorÊ•ÊArtÊÊ•ÊÊFashionÊDesignerÊ•Ê
Clothing/TexƟleÊTechnologistÊ•ÊColourÊTechnologistÊ•Ê
InteriorÊandÊSpaƟalÊDesignerÊ•ÊTexƟleÊDesignerÊ 

Next Steps  
A Level Art, Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&Ê
HigherÊTechnicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ
(industryÊplacements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships-
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

TheÊhasÊtwoÊcomponents:Ê 

Coursework (60%) 

ThisÊisÊbrokenÊintoÊ2 main projects: 
Project 1: Sweets and Treats 
Project 2: Personal Response  
Exam (Externally Set Assignment) 

‘Seen’ exam (40%) 

StudentsÊrespondÊtoÊanÊexamÊquesƟonÊset 
prior to the exam atÊleast six-eight weeks 
before.ÊTheÊexamÊisÊthenÊcompleted over 
2 days andÊtakesÊ10 hours toÊcomplete.Ê 

 

In the art department we pride ourselves 
on the excellent GCSE exam results 
achieved year upon year. If you are inter-
ested in further informaƟon about this, 
please feel free to speak to any member 
of staff and/or our GCSE students.  

What does the course offer me? 
IsÊartÊsomethingÊyouÊenjoy?ÊDoÊyouÊlikeÊpracƟcalÊacƟviƟesÊthatÊallowÊyouÊtoÊshowÊoffÊ
yourÊindividuality?ÊIfÊsoÊyouÊwouldÊbeÊchoosingÊtheÊrightÊopƟonÊinÊArt.ÊArtÊasÊanÊopƟonÊ
isÊfantasƟcÊasÊitÊallowsÊyouÊtoÊcreaƟvelyÊexpressÊyourself.ÊItÊgivesÊyouÊtheÊchanceÊtoÊex-
perimentÊwithÊnewÊmedia,ÊlearnÊandÊdevelopÊnewÊskillsÊandÊproduceÊpersonalÊresponsesÊ
alongÊtheÊway.ÊUlƟmatelyÊArtÊprovidesÊyouÊwithÊaÊcreaƟveÊoutlet.  

What does the course involve? 
What will you be studying for Art GCSE? 

TheÊcourseÊrunsÊoverÊtwoÊyearsÊandÊisÊcomprisedÊofÊthreeÊprojects.ÊDuringÊlessons,Êstu-
dentsÊareÊacƟvelyÊencouragedÊtoÊexploreÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊmaterials,ÊtechniquesÊandÊ
processesÊwhichÊincludeÊclay,ÊtexƟles,Êdrawing,ÊpainƟng,ÊprinƟng,ÊmixedÊmedia,ÊdigitalÊ
andÊmanyÊmore.ÊThroughoutÊtheÊGCSEÊartÊcourse,ÊstudentsÊwillÊdevelopÊconfidenceÊandÊ
independenceÊbyÊexploringÊandÊdevelopingÊtheirÊartÊskills,ÊcreaƟngÊaÊpersonalÊporƞolioÊ
whichÊshowcasesÊtheÊartworkÊandÊprojectsÊtheyÊhaveÊcompleted.Ê 

StudentsÊwillÊhaveÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊdemonstrateÊtheirÊabilityÊtoÊrespondÊtoÊaÊsubject,Ê
themeÊorÊtaskÊinÊaÊcreaƟveÊandÊpersonalÊway,ÊpreparingÊthemÊforÊtheÊexternallyÊsetÊ
whichÊformsÊtheÊthirdÊandÊfinalÊproject. 

ArtÊisÊanÊirreplaceableÊwayÊofÊunderstandingÊandÊexpressingÊtheÊworld! 

N.B. you cannot choose both Art & Graphics 

Art & Design (AQA) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Careers 
AlthoughÊtheÊsubjectÊdoesÊnotÊleadÊtoÊanyÊoneÊcareerÊ
inÊparƟcular,ÊClassicistsÊareÊhighlyÊadaptable,ÊbecauseÊ
theyÊhaveÊlearnedÊtoÊanalyse,ÊevaluateÊandÊarƟculateÊ
theirÊthoughts.ÊItÊisÊaÊhighlyÊsoughtÊaŌerÊsubjectÊbyÊ
someÊofÊtheÊtopÊUniversiƟesÊandÊemployerÊbecauseÊofÊ
itsÊtransferrableÊskills.Ê 
 

Next Steps 
Study: A Level Classical CivilisaƟon 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

Classical CivilisaƟon 

What does the course offer me? 
TheÊancientÊworldÊisÊaÊfascinaƟngÊplaceÊtoÊspendÊƟme.ÊInÊthisÊGCSEÊyouÊwillÊbeÊ
introducedÊtoÊsomeÊnewÊaspectsÊofÊtheÊpastÊ-ÊsuchÊasÊtheÊBronzeÊAgeÊseƩle-
mentsÊofÊancientÊGreece,ÊtheÊlivesÊofÊwomenÊinÊGreeceÊandÊRome.ÊT 

hisÊsubjectÊisÊforÊyouÊifÊyouÊwouldÊlikeÊtoÊimproveÊyourÊhistoricalÊknowledgeÊandÊ
enjoyÊlookingÊatÊaÊwideÊvarietyÊofÊmaterial.Ê 

 

TheÊcourseÊwouldÊsuitÊaÊstudentÊwhoÊtakesÊanÊinterestÊinÊClassicalÊCivilisaƟonÊ
andÊyouÊwillÊbeÊrequiredÊtoÊwriteÊessaysÊandÊmemorisingÊinformaƟon,ÊsoÊyouÊ
needÊtoÊmakeÊsureÊyourÊskill-setÊorÊinterestÊmatchÊthat.ÊMaterialÊisÊsƟmulaƟngÊ
andÊusuallyÊmemorable,ÊandÊmanyÊpeopleÊenjoyÊreadingÊaboutÊtheÊadventuresÊ
ofÊOdysseusÊorÊlearningÊaboutÊtheÊscandalsÊofÊClaudiaÊandÊCleopatra.Ê 

What does the course involve? 

YouÊwillÊdevelopÊyourÊanalyƟcalÊskills.ÊByÊstudyingÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊevidenceÊ-Ê
literature,ÊarchaeologicalÊremains,ÊvisualÊartsÊ-ÊyouÊwillÊlearnÊtoÊdrawÊconclu-
sionsÊaboutÊtheÊlivesÊofÊpeopleÊwhoÊwereÊsomeƟmesÊsimilarÊto,ÊandÊsomeƟmesÊ
veryÊdifferentÊfromÊourselves.Ê 

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

The Classical CivilisaƟon course is assessed by 
wriƩen examinaƟons. There is no coursework.  
 
 
There are modules such as  
· The Homeric Word (Study of the 

Bronze Age and Odyssey of Homer) 
· Women in the Ancient world (In which 

we study the lives and expectaƟon of 
women in Greece and Rome)  
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Careers OpportuniƟes  
TheÊknowledgeÊandÊskillsÊlearnedÊonÊthisÊcourseÊareÊ
usefulÊforÊmanyÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊCADÊDesignerÊ•ÊCom-
puterÊProgrammerÊ•ÊCyberÊSecurityÊAnalystÊ•ÊDataÊAn-
alystÊ•ÊDayÊTrader•ÊDigitalÊMediaÊAnalystÊ•ÊEngineerÊ•Ê
GamesÊDeveloper•ÊProgrammerÊ•ÊSoŌwareÊDevelop-
erÊ•Ê 

Next Steps 
Study: A Level /L3 CompuƟng; 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 
 

  

CompuƟng and IT  

Camb. Nat.  OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

· Centre-assessed 60%ÊÊ-ÊthisÊisÊ
markedÊbyÊyourÊteacherÊinÊclassÊandÊ
checkedÊbyÊtheÊexamÊboard.Ê(R060Ê
andÊR070) 

· Exam 40%Ê-ÊthisÊisÊaÊwriƩenÊexamÊ
whichÊisÊexternallyÊassessedÊbyÊtheÊ
examÊboard.Ê(R050) 

· ThisÊcourseÊisÊequivalentÊtoÊoneÊ
GCSE.ÊItÊisÊaÊnew,ÊengagingÊandÊprac-
ƟcalÊITÊcourse. 

· YouÊcanÊworkÊinÊtheÊITÊroomsÊandÊtheÊ
ITÊpodsÊthroughoutÊtheÊ2ÊyearsÊtoÊ
completeÊandÊimproveÊyourÊwork/
grades. 

What does the course offer me? 
ThisÊexciƟngÊandÊnewÊqualificaƟonÊwillÊinspireÊyouÊwithÊconfidenceÊtoÊlearnÊandÊuseÊnewÊ
CompuƟngÊskillsÊthatÊareÊcrucialÊtoÊtheÊworldÊofÊIT.ÊSomeÊofÊtheÊtopicsÊyouÊwillÊstudyÊare: 

· AugmentedÊRealityÊ-ÊrealÊworldÊandÊcomputerÊgeneratedÊcontent! 

· Cybersecurity;Ê 

· MobileÊApps;Ê 

· InternetÊofÊEverythingÊÊ(smartÊdevicesÊe.g.ÊAmazonÊAlexa);Ê 

· CloudÊtechnologyÊ;ÊHowÊ4G/5GÊandÊWIFIÊwork 

· Hacking,ÊDOS,ÊDDOS,ÊMalware,ÊTrojanÊHorse,ÊWormsÊandÊViruses 

What does the course involve? 
What you will study:  R050Ê:ÊITÊinÊtheÊdigitalÊworldÊ(wriƩenÊexam) 

· HumanÊComputerÊInterfaceÊ(HCI)Ê 
· Cybersecurity,ÊdigitalÊcommunicaƟons,Êdata,ÊlegislaƟonÊ 
· DigitalÊdevices,Êhardware,ÊsoŌware,Êsmartphones,Êlaptops 

R060Ê:ÊDataÊmanipulaƟonÊusingÊspreadsheetsÊÊ(coursework) 
· PlanningÊandÊcreaƟngÊtheÊspreadsheetÊsoluƟon 
· TesƟngÊandÊreviewingÊtheÊspreadsheetÊsoluƟon 

R070:ÊUsingÊAugmentedÊRealityÊtoÊpresentÊinformaƟonÊ(coursework) 
· WhatÊisÊAugmentedÊRealityÊ(AR) 
· PlanningÊandÊcreaƟngÊanÊAugmentedÊRealityÊ(AR)ÊmodelÊprototype 
· TesƟngÊandÊreviewingÊyourÊAugmentedÊRealityÊ(AR)ÊmodelÊprototype 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
TheÊskillsÊyouÊgainÊfromÊdramaÊcanÊleadÊtoÊcareersÊin:Ê
preformingÊart,Êmedia,Êbusiness,Êlaw,Êsales,ÊhospitalityÊ
andÊtourism.ÊSpecificÊJobsÊinclude:ÊÊActorÊ•ÊSingerÊ•Ê
Producer•ÊDirectorÊ•ÊChoreographerÊ•ÊStageÊManag-
erÊ•ÊLighƟngÊTechnicianÊ•ÊTheatreÊManagerÊ•ÊArtsÊMar-
keterÊ•ÊPresenterÊ•ÊTeacherÊ 

Next Steps 
Study: A Level  Drama; L3 Performing Arts;  
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
Component 1: Understanding Drama (40% of 
GCSE)— 

KnowledgeÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊÊdramaÊandÊ
theatreÊ—1hr 45 min exam  

Component 2 (40% of GCSE) —                      

ProcessÊofÊcreaƟngÊdevisedÊdrama;Êperfor-
mance of devised dramaÊ(studentsÊmayÊcon-
tributeÊasÊaÊperformerÊorÊaÊdesigner);ÊcompleteÊ
anÊanalysisÊofÊownÊwork—theÊresultantÊperfor-
manceÊisÊmarkedÊbyÊourÊteachersÊandÊÊmoder-
atedÊbyÊtheÊAQA. 

Component 3 (20% of GCSE) — 

Performance of two extracts fromÊoneÊscript-
edÊplayÊ(studentsÊmayÊcontributeÊasÊaÊperform-
erÊorÊaÊdesigner)-ÊmarkedÊbyÊAQA 
 

Follow us on Instagram 
@GateacreDrama 

Drama (AQA) 

What does the course offer me? 
InÊourÊstateÊofÊtheÊartÊtheatre,ÊyouÊwillÊbeÊtaughtÊhowÊto: 

· ExpressÊyourselfÊinÊanÊacƟveÊandÊexciƟngÊway 
· WorkÊinÊaÊgroup 
· ContributeÊyourÊideasÊandÊtakeÊonÊboardÊthoseÊofÊothers 
· ExploreÊideasÊbyÊpuƫngÊyourselfÊinÊotherÊpeople’sÊshoes 
· PlayÊmanyÊpartsÊinÊdifferentÊimaginaryÊsituaƟons; 
· CreateÊyourÊownÊdramaÊwork 
· StudyÊplaysÊwriƩenÊbyÊotherÊpeople 

GCSEÊDramaÊencouragesÊstudentsÊtoÊdevelopÊcriƟcalÊthinkingÊskillsÊandÊbecomeÊeffecƟveÊ
andÊindependentÊlearners.ÊWithÊtheÊfocusÊonÊworkingÊimaginaƟvely,ÊcollaboraƟngÊcrea-
ƟvelyÊandÊcommunicaƟngÊeffecƟvely,ÊGCSEÊDramaÊprovidesÊaÊsolidÊfoundaƟonÊforÊfur-
therÊacademicÊstudiesÊasÊwellÊasÊvocaƟonalÊopportuniƟes. 

What does the course involve? 
YouÊwillÊcreateÊandÊdevelopÊcharacters,ÊexploreÊfascinaƟngÊthemesÊandÊtopics,ÊdeviseÊ
yourÊownÊplaysÊandÊexploreÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊbackstageÊroles.ÊYouÊwillÊlearnÊhowÊdra-
maÊisÊcreatedÊfromÊanÊactor,ÊdirectorÊandÊdesignerÊperspecƟve.ÊYouÊwillÊlearnÊhowÊtoÊ
createÊaÊcharacterÊandÊputÊitÊintoÊaÊperformance.ÊYouÊwillÊlearnÊmanyÊskillsÊthatÊareÊveryÊ
importantÊinÊallÊwalksÊofÊlifeÊandÊhowÊtoÊdevelopÊconfidenceÊandÊpresentÊyourselfÊinÊ
public.ÊTheÊdepartmentÊrunsÊseveralÊtheatreÊandÊresidenƟalÊtripsÊaÊyearÊandÊregularlyÊ
invitesÊprofessionalÊactorsÊandÊtheatreÊcompaniesÊtoÊcomeÊandÊworkÊwithÊourÊGCSEÊ
students.ÊThereÊisÊalsoÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊparƟcipateÊinÊshowcaseÊevents,ÊbackstageÊ
events,ÊschoolÊproducƟonsÊandÊtheatreÊinÊeducaƟonÊprojects. 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
ThisÊsubjectÊdevelopsÊanalyƟcal,ÊpresentaƟonÊandÊcom-
municaƟonÊskills;ÊproblemÊsolvingÊandÊtheÊabilityÊtoÊ
thinkÊlogicallyÊandÊcanÊleadÊtoÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊEntre-
preneur,ÊManagement,ÊAccounƟng,ÊMarkeƟng,ÊHumanÊ
Resources.Ê 

Next Steps  
A Level  Business Studies;  

Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 

  

Btec OpƟon 

 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 
Component 1 Coursework: FocusesÊ
onÊtheÊmainÊskillsÊandÊpracƟcesÊinÊ
Enterprise,ÊwhatÊanÊentrepreneurÊisÊ
andÊwhatÊmakesÊthemÊsuccessful.Ê
30%ÊofÊOverallÊmark. 
 
Component 2 Coursework: YouÊwillÊ
writeÊaÊbusinessÊplanÊandÊpitchÊ&Êpre-
sentÊaÊbusinessÊideaÊ-ÊsimilarÊtoÊDrag-
on’sÊDen.Ê30%ÊofÊOverallÊmark. 
 
Component 3 Exam: FocusesÊonÊskillsÊ
andÊpracƟcesÊkeyÊtoÊtheÊsector.ÊÊItÊ
takesÊtheÊformÊofÊaÊwriƩenÊexam.Ê
40%ÊofÊOverallÊmark. 

What does the course offer me? 
StudyingÊBusinessÊEnterpriseÊwillÊallowÊyouÊtoÊdevelopÊaÊbroadÊrangeÊofÊskillsÊandÊexploreÊaÊvarietyÊofÊ
topicsÊincluding:ÊHowÊbusinessesÊareÊrun,ÊconsideringÊbothÊinternalÊandÊexternalÊinfluences.ÊAnÊaware-
nessÊofÊtheÊopportuniƟesÊandÊneedsÊofÊdifferentÊmarkets.ÊTheÊskillsÊtoÊcreateÊyourÊownÊbusinessÊinÊtheÊ
futureÊorÊstudyÊfurtherÊbusiness-relatedÊcourses.ÊDevelopÊaÊskillsetÊthatÊemployersÊseeÊasÊessenƟal. 

What does the course involve? 
Component 1 – EXPLORING ENTERPRISES 

StudentsÊwillÊgainÊanÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊsector.ÊYouÊwillÊ-ÊFindÊoutÊwhatÊtheÊbusinessÊandÊenterpriseÊ
sectorÊisÊallÊabout,ÊwhatÊit'sÊlikeÊtoÊworkÊinÊtheÊsector,ÊwhatÊskillsÊtheyÊneedÊtoÊworkÊinÊthisÊsector. 

YouÊwillÊinvesƟgateÊaÊlocalÊbusinessÊandÊfindÊoutÊtheirÊAims,ÊSizeÊandÊtheÊCharacterisƟcsÊofÊtheÊEntre-
preneurÊwhoÊstartedÊtheÊBusinessÊare.ÊCarryÊoutÊandÊLearnÊaboutÊMarketÊResearch.ÊLookÊintoÊExternalÊ
FactorsÊthatÊwillÊaffectÊtheÊEnterprise,Êe.g.ÊInflaƟon,ÊCostÊofÊLivingÊCrisis. 
 

Component 2 – PLANNING AND PRESENTING A MICRO BUSINESS IDEA 

StudentsÊdevelopÊknowledge,ÊskillsÊandÊbestÊpracƟces.ÊÊYouÊwillÊ-ÊChooseÊandÊideaÊandÊproduceÊaÊplan. 

PresentÊaÊplanÊwithÊaÊviewÊtoÊgainingÊinvestmentÊorÊaÊloanÊtoÊgetÊyourÊenterpriseÊideaÊstarted.ÊReviewÊ
theÊPresentaƟonÊandÊmakeÊimprovements. 
Ê 

Component 3 – MARKETING AND FINANCE FOR ENTERPRISE 

StudentsÊapplyÊknowledge,ÊskillsÊandÊbestÊpracƟcesÊinÊpromoƟonÊandÊfinance.ÊYouÊwill:Ê 

ApplyÊwhatÊyouÊhaveÊlearnedÊtoÊtasksÊbasedÊonÊrealÊlifeÊscenarios.Ê 

LearnÊaboutÊMarkeƟngÊacƟviƟesÊ–ÊTargetÊmarket,ÊProduct,ÊPrice,ÊPromoƟonÊandÊPlace. 

LearnÊaboutÊFinancialÊDocumentsÊandÊStatementsÊ–ÊPaymentÊmethods,ÊRevenueÊandÊCosts,ÊProfitÊandÊ
Loss,ÊCashÊflow,ÊSourcesÊofÊFinance,ÊBudgeƟng. 

Business Enterprise Tech Award Level 1/2 (Pearson Btec) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
EconomicsÊwillÊequipÊyouÊforÊaÊcareerÊinÊaÊ
wideÊrangeÊofÊindustries,ÊasÊeconomicsÊunder-
pinsÊmoreÊorÊlessÊanyÊjobÊyouÊmightÊhaveÊinÊ
theÊfuture;ÊfromÊstartingÊworkÊforÊaÊlargeÊmul-
tinationalÊcompanyÊtoÊworkingÊforÊtheÊGov-
ernment.Ê 

Next Steps  
StudyÊAÊLevelÊEconomics. 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 

TheÊexaminaƟonÊstructureÊisÊasÊ 
follows: 
EachÊunitÊisÊassessedÊthroughÊanÊ
externalÊexamÊtoÊbeÊtakenÊatÊtheÊ
endÊofÊYearÊ11.Ê 
BothÊexamsÊareÊforÊ1ÊhourÊandÊ30Ê
minutesÊandÊhaveÊequalÊ
weighƟngs. 
 

Economics (OCR) 

What does the course offer me? 
WhenÊstudentsÊunderstandÊhowÊmarketsÊandÊeconomiesÊwork,Ê
theyÊwillÊdevelopÊanÊeconomicÊawarenessÊtoÊbenefitÊthemÊperson-
allyÊandÊprofessionalÊforÊyearÊtoÊcome.ÊGCSEÊEconomicsÊdevelopsÊ
communication,ÊcriticalÊthinkingÊandÊanalyticalÊskillsÊthroughÊtasksÊ
basedÊonÊanythingÊfromÊwayÊtoÊcutÊtheÊbudgetÊdeficit,ÊtoÊweighingÊ
upÊtheÊprosÊandÊconsÊofÊinflationÊorÊbeingÊpartÊofÊaÊfree-tradeÊ
agreement. 

What does the course involve? 
StudentsÊhaveÊtoÊcompleteÊtwoÊcoreÊUnits. 

 
Micro Economics: 
· IntroducƟonÊtoÊEconomics 
· TheÊroleÊofÊmarketsÊandÊmoney 

 
Macro Economics: 
· EconomicÊobjecƟvesÊandÊtheÊroleÊofÊgovernment 
· InternaƟonalÊtradeÊandÊtheÊglobalÊeconomy 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
ThereÊareÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊopportuniƟesÊwithinÊtheÊfieldÊ
ofÊengineering,ÊforÊexample:ÊÊAerospaceÊEngineer;ÊÊBio-
medicalÊEngineer;ÊCivil/StructuralÊEngineer;ÊComputerÊ
Engineer;ÊenvironmentalÊEngineer;ÊMechanicalÊEngi-
neer;ÊProductÊEngineer 

Next Steps  
Study A Level /level 3 Engineering; A Level/Level 3 
Design Technology; Combine work and study: Voca-
ƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTechnicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);Ê
TÊLevelsÊ(industryÊplacements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTrain-
eeshipsÊWork: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊ
scheme 

  

VocaƟonal OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
YouÊwillÊbeÊassessedÊbyÊaÊmixture of ex-

ams and project work.  

Unit 1 willÊinvolveÊproducingÊaÊmanufac-
turingÊproductÊthatÊisÊworthÊ40%. ThisÊ
productÊwillÊneedÊtoÊbeÊdevelopedÊ
overÊ20Êhours. 

Unit 2 isÊassessedÊthroughÊprojectÊworkÊ
thatÊisÊworthÊ20%. HereÊyouÊwillÊapplyÊ
yourÊproblem-solvingÊskillsÊtoÊanswerÊ
aÊbriefÊandÊproduceÊaÊsolution.ÊYouÊ
willÊproducedÊthisÊsolutionÊoverÊ10Ê
hours.Ê 

Unit 3ÊwillÊinvolveÊ1ÊexamÊthatÊlastsÊforÊ1Ê
hourÊ30Êminutes.ÊThisÊisÊworthÊ40% 
andÊisÊmadeÊupÊofÊmultipleÊchoiceÊ
questionsÊandÊshortÊandÊextendedÊ
answers.Ê 

Engineering (WJEC: L1/L2 VocaƟonal Award) 

What does the course offer me? 
“As engineers, we were going to be in a posiƟon to change the world – not just study 
it.” - HenryÊPetroskiÊ 

DoÊyouÊeverÊlookÊaroundÊyourÊhomeÊandÊthinkÊofÊhandyÊproductsÊthatÊcouldÊimproveÊ
people’sÊlivesÊorÊgetÊamazedÊbyÊamazingÊfeatsÊofÊengineeringÊallÊaroundÊyou?ÊAreÊyouÊ
creativeÊandÊwantÊtoÊstartÊbuildingÊskillsÊyouÊwillÊneedÊforÊaÊsuccessfulÊcareerÊinÊindus-
try? 

EngineeringÊisÊaÊlargeÊandÊgrowingÊsectorÊofÊemploymentÊinÊtheÊUKÊwithÊalmostÊ
halfÊaÊmillionÊpeopleÊcurrentlyÊworkingÊasÊengineersÊinÊtheÊUK,ÊandÊmillionsÊ
moreÊworldwide.ÊItÊisÊanÊinteresƟng,ÊandÊwell-paidÊjobÊwithÊopportuniƟesÊ
acrossÊtheÊglobeÊinÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊdisciplines.Ê 

What does the course involve? 
UnitÊ1:ÊManufacturingÊengineeringÊproducts 

· InterpretÊdifferentÊtypesÊofÊengineeringÊinformaƟonÊtoÊplanÊhowÊtoÊmanufactureÊengi-
neeringÊproducts 

· DevelopÊknowledge,ÊunderstandingÊandÊskillsÊinÊusingÊaÊrangeÊofÊengineeringÊtoolsÊandÊ
equipmentÊtoÊmanufactureÊandÊtestÊaÊfinalÊproduct 

UnitÊ2:ÊDesigningÊengineeringÊproducts 

· ExploreÊ howÊ engineeredÊ productsÊ areÊ adaptedÊ andÊ improvedÊ overÊ ƟmeÊ andÊ applyÊ
yourÊknowledgeÊtoÊadaptÊaÊproductÊyouÊwillÊhaveÊmanufacturedÊinÊUnitÊ1. 

UnitÊ3:ÊSolvingÊengineeringÊproblems 

· YouÊwillÊlearnÊaboutÊaÊrangeÊofÊconsideraƟonsÊthatÊimpactÊonÊengineeringÊdesignÊandÊ
howÊmodernÊengineeringÊimpactsÊonÊeverydayÊlife.Ê 
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Graphic Design (AQA) 

What does the course offer me? 

DoÊyouÊconsiderÊyourselfÊanÊ“ideas”Êperson?ÊDoÊyouÊlikeÊworkingÊtowardsÊaÊbrief?ÊDoÊ
youÊwantÊtoÊuseÊyourÊartisticÊskillsÊinÊaÊbusinessÊandÊindustryÊenvironment?ÊIfÊso,ÊoptingÊ
forÊGCSEÊGraphicÊDesignÊwouldÊbeÊaÊperfectÊfitÊforÊyou.ÊGraphicÊDesignÊallowsÊyouÊtoÊuseÊ
allÊofÊyourÊcreativeÊthinking,ÊartÊworkÊandÊpersonalÊideasÊtoÊproduceÊamazing,Êprofes-
sionalÊworkÊthatÊmeetsÊtheÊneedsÊofÊaÊclient.ÊGraphicÊDesignÊcouldÊbeÊaÊsteppingÊstoneÊ
ontoÊmanyÊdifferentÊcareerÊpathways.ÊThisÊoptionÊwouldÊfitÊperfectlyÊwithÊGCSEÊPhotog-
raphy. 

What does the course involve? 

What will you be studying for Graphic Design GCSE? 
TheÊcourseÊisÊrunÊoverÊ2ÊyearsÊandÊisÊcomprisedÊofÊaÊminimumÊofÊthreeÊprojects.ÊWeÊ
completeÊtwoÊprojectsÊwhichÊareÊmarkedÊasÊcoursework;ÊtheseÊallowÊstudentsÊtoÊlearnÊ
theÊbasicsÊofÊaÊwideÊvarietyÊofÊskillsÊwithinÊGraphicÊDesignÊincluding:ÊAdvertising,ÊLogoÊ
Design,ÊMulti-media,ÊInteractiveÊDesignÊandÊTypography.ÊWithinÊtheÊsecondÊprojectÊandÊ
theÊexamÊprojectÊweÊthenÊencourageÊstudentsÊtoÊbuildÊonÊtheseÊskillsÊandÊenhanceÊtheirÊ
portfolioÊwithÊillustrationÊandÊlayoutÊdesign. 

StudentsÊareÊgivenÊsetÊbriefsÊtoÊrespondÊtoÊasÊtheyÊwouldÊinÊindustryÊforÊaÊclient;Êhowev-
erÊstudentsÊareÊencouragedÊtoÊmakeÊthisÊworkÊpersonalÊandÊbringÊtheirÊownÊcreativeÊ
flairÊandÊideas.ÊÊAsÊpartÊofÊtheÊcourse,ÊstudentsÊwillÊhaveÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊpartakeÊinÊ
tripsÊtoÊgatherÊresearchÊforÊtheÊsetÊbriefsÊtheyÊareÊrespondingÊto. 

WhyÊnotÊpickÊanÊoptionÊwhereÊyouÊareÊnotÊonlyÊcompletingÊaÊGCSEÊqualification,ÊbutÊyouÊ
areÊalsoÊbuildingÊpracticalÊskillsÊwhichÊcanÊbeÊusedÊinÊindustryÊandÊaÊportfolioÊofÊworkÊtoÊ
showcaseÊyourÊskills,ÊreadyÊforÊemployment. 

 “Graphic Design is thinking made visible.” 
N.B. you cannot choose both Art & Graphics 

  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
ThisÊsubjectÊteachesÊyouÊtoÊcommunicate,ÊworkÊasÊaÊ
teamÊandÊdevelopÊyourÊgraphicÊcommunicaƟon.ÊItÊcanÊ
leadÊtoÊmayÊcareers,ÊsuchÊas:ÊGraphicÊDesignerÊ•ÊPackag-
ingÊDesignerÊ•ÊIllustratorÊ•ÊAdverƟsingÊ•ÊVideoÊGamesÊ
DevelopmentÊ•ÊConcept/PropÊDesignÊ•ÊAnimatorÊ•ÊInteri-
orÊDesignerÊ 

Next Steps 
StudyÊAÊLevelÊGraphicÊDesign.ÊCombine work and study: 
VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTechnicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,Ê
VTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊplacements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;Ê
TraineeshipsÊWork: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊ
scheme 

  

GCSE Option 

  

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

TheÊcourseÊbreakdown: 
á Coursework 60% 
ÊÊÊÊÊThisÊisÊbrokenÊintoÊ2ÊmainÊprojects: 
ProjectÊ1:Ê“MusicÊFestivals” 
ProjectÊ2:Ê“Magazines’ 
á Exam 40% 
ÊÊÊÊÊTheÊexamÊisÊ10ÊhoursÊandÊnormallyÊ

runsÊoverÊ2Êdays.ÊTheÊexamÊgenerallyÊ
takesÊplaceÊonÊcomputers,ÊbutÊwouldÊ
suitÊtheÊskillÊsetÊofÊtheÊindividualÊstu-
dent.ÊÊÊÊÊ 

 
ÊÊÊÊThe exam paper is given at least six 

weeks prior to the exam, to allow the 
students to complete prep work in 
the lead up to their exam. 

 
 Graphic Design is housed within the Art 
Department and we pride ourselves on 
the excellent GCSE exam results 
achieved year upon year. If you are in-
terested in further information about 
this, please feel free to speak to  any 
member of staff and/or our GCSE stu-
dents. 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
TheÊknowledgeÊskillsÊyouÊlearnÊinÊHealthÊ&ÊSocialÊCareÊ
canÊbeÊusefulÊforÊaÊÊnumberÊofÊcareersÊsuchÊas:Ê 
CareÊAssistantÊ•ÊCounsellorÊ•ÊDentalÊNurseÊ•HealthÊ
PromoƟonÊ•ÊNursingÊ•ÊMentalÊHealthÊWorker•ÊPara-
medicÊ•ÊÊRadiographerÊ•ÊSocialÊWorkÊ•ÊYouthÊWorker 
Next Steps 
BTEcÊHealthÊ&ÊSocialÊCare 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

BTEC OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Coursework (60%): 
CourseworkÊwillÊbeÊcompletedÊduringÊ
lessons.ÊCourseworkÊassessmentÊcanÊtakeÊ
theÊformÊofÊposters,Êessays,Êpresenta-
Ɵons,Êphotographs,ÊobservaƟons,ÊroleÊ
playsÊandÊleafletsÊetc. 
 
Final examinaƟon (40%): 
YouÊwillÊbeÊgivenÊtwoÊscenariosÊandÊÊÊ
quesƟonsÊrelaƟngÊtoÊthem.ÊTheseÊareÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
designedÊsoÊthatÊyouÊcanÊdemonstrateÊ
andÊapplyÊyourÊhealthÊandÊsocialÊcareÊ
knowledgeÊtoÊdifferentÊsituaƟons.ÊThisÊ
examÊwillÊbeÊtakenÊinÊMayÊofÊtheÊfinalÊ
year,ÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊtheÊcourse. 
 
WeÊaimÊtoÊhaveÊaÊvarietyÊtoÊsuitÊallÊÊÊÊ
learners. 

What does the course offer me? 

ToÊapplyÊhealthÊandÊsocialÊvaluesÊtoÊeverydayÊsituaƟons,ÊandÊtoÊdevelopÊanÊ
understandingÊofÊtheÊpartÊthatÊhealthÊandÊsocialÊcareÊplaysÊtoÊtheÊworldÊaroundÊ
usÊandÊhowÊpeopleÊshouldÊbeÊtreatedÊfairlyÊandÊequally.ÊToÊsolveÊproblems,Ê
presentÊsoluƟonsÊclearlyÊandÊtoÊdemonstrateÊtheÊabilityÊtoÊhandleÊtasksÊwithÊ
confidence.ÊYouÊwillÊgainÊvaluableÊskillsÊsuchÊasÊcommunicaƟon,ÊteamÊandÊin-
terpersonalÊskills,ÊproblemÊsolving,ÊplanningÊandÊorganisaƟonÊasÊwellÊasÊƟmeÊ
management. 

What does the course involve? 

TheÊcourseÊwillÊinvolveÊyouÊworkingÊindividually,ÊinÊpairsÊandÊinÊgroupsÊtoÊre-
search,ÊpresentÊandÊdemonstrateÊaÊwealthÊofÊknowledgeÊaboutÊpeopleÊandÊ
theirÊrolesÊandÊneedsÊinÊourÊsociety. 

TheÊareasÊyouÊwillÊstudyÊare: 

· HumanÊLifespanÊDevelopment—internalÊassessment 

· HealthÊ&ÊSocialÊCareÊServicesÊandÊValues—ÊInternalÊassessment 

· HealthÊandÊWellbeing—ExternalÊassessment 

Health & Social Care (BTEC) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes 
GCSEÊMusicÊcanÊleadÊtoÊmanyÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊBandÊ
ManagerÊ•ÊClassroomÊTeachingÊ•ÊComposerÊ•ÊEventÊ
ManagerÊ•ÊInstrumentalÊTeacherÊ•ÊMusicÊPerformerÊ•Ê
MusicianÊ•ÊMusicalÊHistorianÊ•ÊMusicÊJournalistÊ•ÊMusicÊ
TherapistÊ•ÊSound/LightÊTechnicianÊ•ÊSoundÊEngineerÊ•Ê
Teacher 

Next Steps  
Study A Level  Music; BTEc Music Technology 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
 
Performing—30% 
StudentsÊselectÊandÊrecordÊtwoÊpieces;Ê
oneÊsoloÊandÊoneÊgroupÊperformance.Ê
TheseÊmayÊbeÊrecordedÊatÊanyÊƟmeÊdur-
ingÊtheÊcourse. 
 
Composing—30% 
StudentsÊcomposeÊtwoÊpieces;ÊoneÊpieceÊ
ofÊdescripƟveÊmusicÊusingÊMusicÊICTÊandÊ
theÊotherÊinÊaÊstyleÊorÊgenreÊofÊtheirÊ
choice. 
 
Listening exam—40% 
1 hour 30 minute listeningÊexamÊcover-
ingÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊmusic.ÊStudentsÊlistenÊ
toÊmusicalÊexcerptsÊÊandÊanswerÊques-
ƟonsÊinÊaÊbooklet. 

What does the course offer me? 
GCSEÊMusicÊisÊsuitableÊforÊallÊstudentsÊwithÊaÊloveÊofÊandÊinterestÊinÊmusic.ÊFreeÊ
instrumentalÊlessonsÊareÊprovidedÊinÊorderÊtoÊsupportÊstudentsÊinÊtheÊpracƟcal,Ê
performance-basedÊelementsÊofÊtheÊcourse.ÊÊTheÊDepartmentÊboastsÊsomeÊofÊ
theÊbestÊÊfaciliƟesÊinÊtheÊcityÊandÊhasÊaÊhistoryÊofÊhighÊachievement. 

What does the course involve? 
GCSEÊMusicÊ(OCR)ÊfocusesÊonÊtheÊthreeÊkeyÊareasÊofÊListening,ÊComposingÊandÊPer-
forming.ÊÊStudentsÊwillÊexploreÊaÊwideÊrangeÊofÊmusicalÊstylesÊandÊgenres,ÊÊincludingÊ
PopularÊmusic,ÊBrazilianÊSamba,ÊtheÊconcertoÊandÊfilmÊmusic.ÊÊTheyÊwillÊalsoÊcom-
poseÊandÊrecordÊtheirÊownÊpiecesÊandÊimproveÊtheirÊperformanceÊskillsÊbothÊasÊaÊ
soloistÊandÊasÊpartÊofÊaÊgroup. 

ItÊmustÊbeÊstressedÊthatÊtheÊprincipalÊqualificaƟonsÊforÊsuccessÊinÊthisÊsubjectÊareÊ
enthusiasmÊandÊhardÊwork.ÊIt is not necessary to have started learning an instru-
ment before starƟng the courseÊandÊwhilstÊtheÊschoolÊcannotÊprovideÊinstruments,Ê
freeÊlessonsÊwithÊaÊperipateƟcÊspecialistÊareÊprovided.ÊItÊshouldÊalsoÊbeÊnotedÊthatÊ
voiceÊisÊregardedÊasÊanÊinstrument,ÊthoughÊyouÊdo not haveÊtoÊsingÊasÊpartÊofÊtheÊ
course.ÊTheÊGCSEÊcourseÊallowsÊstudentsÊtoÊpursueÊtheirÊownÊmusicalÊinterests-beÊ
itÊaÊparƟcularÊinstrument,ÊaÊloveÊofÊcertainÊgenreÊorÊmusicalÊstyleÊorÊanÊinterestÊinÊ
composiƟonÊusingÊmusicÊICT-andÊallÊGCSEÊstudentsÊareÊacƟvelyÊencouragedÊtoÊpar-
ƟcipateÊfullyÊinÊthisÊlivelyÊdepartmentÊandÊtoÊtakeÊadvantageÊofÊtheÊmanyÊoppor-
tuniƟesÊavailable.Ê 

Music (OCR) 
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GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 
TheÊcourseÊbreakdown: 
 
á Coursework 60%  
ÊÊÊÊÊThisÊisÊbrokenÊintoÊ2ÊmainÊprojects:Ê 
ProjectÊ1:Ê“Portraiture” 
ProjectÊ2:Ê“Texture” 
 
á Exam 40%  
ÊÊÊÊÊTheÊexamÊisÊ10ÊhoursÊandÊnormallyÊ

runsÊoverÊ2Êdays.ÊTheÊexamÊgenerallyÊ
takesÊplaceÊonÊcomputers,ÊbutÊwouldÊ
suitÊtheÊskillÊsetÊofÊtheÊindividualÊstu-
dent.Ê 

ÊÊÊÊÊTheÊexamÊpaperÊisÊgivenÊatÊleastÊsixÊ
weeksÊpriorÊtoÊtheÊexam,ÊtoÊallowÊtheÊ
studentsÊtoÊcompleteÊprepÊworkÊinÊtheÊ
leadÊupÊtoÊtheirÊexam.Ê 

  
Photography is housed within the Art 
Department and we pride ourselves on 
the excellent GCSE exam results 
achieved year upon year. If you are in-
terested in further informaƟon about 
this, please feel free to speak to Miss 
Cullen and/or our GCSE students.  

  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
YouÊdevelopÊaÊmixtureÊofÊcreaƟveÊandÊtechnicalÊskillsÊinÊ
thisÊsubjectÊandÊitÊcanÊleadÊtoÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊÊCom-
mercialÊPhotographerÊ•ÊGraphicÊDesignerÊ•ÊFreelanceÊ
PhotographerÊ•ÊMagazineÊFeaturesÊEditor 
Next Steps 
StudyÊAÊLevelÊ/BTEcÊPhotographyÊ 

Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 

Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

Photography (AQA) 

What does the course offer me? 
DoÊyouÊloveÊshowingÊoffÊyourÊindividuality?ÊDoÊyouÊlikeÊusingÊnewÊtechnologyÊandÊmediaÊ
toÊcreateÊartwork?ÊDoÊyouÊloveÊtellingÊstories,ÊinÊaÊvisualÊway?ÊIfÊso,ÊoptingÊforÊGCSEÊ
PhotographyÊwouldÊbeÊaÊperfectÊfitÊforÊyou.ÊPhotographyÊisÊsoÊmuchÊmoreÊthanÊtakingÊ
photos,ÊitÊisÊaboutÊindependentÊwork,ÊyourÊownÊideasÊandÊworkingÊtoÊdeadlines.ÊPhotog-
raphyÊunlocksÊaÊvarietyÊofÊdoorsÊinÊtheÊcreativeÊjobÊsector. 

What does the course involve? 
What will you be studying for Photography GCSE? 
TheÊcourseÊisÊrunÊoverÊ2ÊyearsÊandÊstudentsÊwillÊcompleteÊaÊminimumÊofÊthreeÊprojects.Ê
WeÊcompleteÊtwoÊprojectsÊwhichÊareÊmarkedÊtowardsÊcoursework.ÊWithinÊtheseÊpro-
jectsÊweÊgiveÊstudentsÊopportunitiesÊtoÊexperimentÊwithÊdigitalÊandÊlight-basedÊphotog-
raphyÊprocesses.ÊWithinÊschoolÊweÊhaveÊaccessÊtoÊdigitalÊSLRÊcamerasÊandÊevenÊaÊdarkÊ
room!ÊOurÊsecondÊprojectÊandÊourÊexamÊprojectÊgiveÊstudentsÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊdevel-
opÊtheirÊskillsÊandÊprogressÊintoÊaÊchosenÊspecialism,ÊforÊexample;Êphoto-journalism,Ê
landscapeÊphotography,ÊeditorialÊphotographyÊandÊmovingÊimage. 

StudentsÊwillÊhaveÊaÊrangeÊofÊstimulusÊmaterialsÊtoÊrespondÊtoÊandÊtheÊcourseÊprovidesÊ
opportunitiesÊforÊeachÊstudentÊtoÊrecogniseÊandÊdevelopÊtheirÊownÊcreativeÊabilityÊandÊ
toÊappreciateÊtheÊrelevanceÊofÊPhotographyÊtoÊeverydayÊlifeÊandÊtheÊwiderÊenvironment.Ê
AsÊpartÊofÊtheÊphotographyÊcourse,ÊstudentsÊcanÊexpectÊtoÊpartakeÊinÊaÊvarietyÊofÊtripsÊtoÊ
variousÊlocationsÊtoÊobtainÊtheÊbestÊphotographsÊpossible.Ê 

PracticalÊskillsÊandÊcreativeÊflairÊgoÊhand-in-handÊwithÊthisÊoptionÊwhichÊisÊaÊperfectÊfitÊ
forÊyouÊifÊyouÊareÊcreative,ÊexpressiveÊandÊhaveÊlotsÊofÊyourÊownÊideas.ÊThisÊoptionÊ
wouldÊfitÊperfectlyÊwithÊGCSEÊArtÊorÊGCSEÊGraphicÊDesign. 

“Photography is the only language that can be understood anywhere in the 
world.”  
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
YouÊwillÊdevelopÊaÊrangeÊofÊskillsÊincludingÊcriƟcalÊthink-
ing.ÊThisÊcanÊleadÊtoÊmanyÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊChariƟesÊ
AdministratorÊ•ÊCivilÊServantÊ•ÊHRÊOfficerÊ•ÊJournalistÊ•Ê
•ÊLawyerÊ•ÊMarkeƟngÊÊ•ÊPoliƟcianÊ•ÊPoliceÊOfficerÊ•Ê
TeacherÊ•ÊSolicitorÊ•ÊYouthÊWorkerÊÊ 
Next Steps 
Study: A Level  Sociology  
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

Sociology (Eduqas) 

What does the course offer me? 
SociologyÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊinteresƟngÊandÊrelevantÊofÊallÊGCSEÊsubjectsÊasÊitÊisÊtheÊstudyÊofÊpeopleÊ
andÊtheÊworldÊweÊliveÊin.ÊAÊsociologistÊseeksÊtoÊexplainÊwhyÊpeopleÊthinkÊandÊactÊinÊtheÊwayÊtheyÊdo.Ê  

InÊsociology,ÊyouÊwillÊdevelopÊanÊunderstandingÊofÊsocietyÊandÊhowÊsocietyÊworks.ÊYouÊwillÊbeÊableÊtoÊ
understandÊandÊreflectÊonÊyourÊroleÊinÊtheÊsocietyÊandÊwillÊbeginÊtoÊunderstandÊhowÊandÊwhyÊsocietyÊ

What does the course involve? 
Cultural Transmission: YouÊwillÊstudyÊhowÊweÊlearnÊourÊcultureÊandÊdevelopÊaÊsenseÊofÊidenƟty.ÊYouÊ
willÊquesƟonÊwhetherÊhumanÊbehaviourÊisÊinheritedÊthroughÊourÊgenesÊorÊnurturedÊbyÊourÊupbringing.Ê
YouÊwillÊexamineÊchildrenÊbroughtÊupÊbyÊanimalsÊandÊanalyseÊidenƟcalÊtwinÊstudies.ÊWeÊwillÊalsoÊlookÊ
atÊhowÊsociologistsÊcarryÊoutÊresearch. 

Families: YouÊwillÊstudy theÊimportanceÊofÊtheÊfamilyÊandÊhowÊitÊcanÊshapeÊaÊchild’sÊpersonality.ÊYouÊ
willÊlookÊatÊhowÊtheÊfamilyÊhasÊchangedÊoverÊtheÊyears,ÊtheÊtypesÊofÊrelaƟonshipÊweÊhaveÊandÊÊexam-
ineÊwhoÊholdsÊpowerÊinÊtheÊhomeÊ-ÊdoÊweÊreallyÊhaveÊequalityÊbetweenÊmenÊandÊwomen?Ê 

EducaƟon: YouÊwillÊexamineÊwhyÊweÊhaveÊanÊeducaƟonÊsystemÊandÊevaluateÊhowÊsuccessfulÊandÊfairÊ
theÊeducaƟonÊsystemÊhasÊbeen.ÊYouÊwillÊexamineÊtheÊimpactÊofÊseƫngÊandÊlabellingÊinÊschool.ÊYouÊwillÊ
alsoÊlookÊatÊpaƩernsÊofÊeducaƟonalÊachievementÊ(e.g.ÊwhyÊdoÊricherÊpeopleÊdoÊbeƩerÊthanÊtheÊpoorÊ
andÊwhyÊdoÊgirlsÊoutperformÊboysÊinÊexams?).Ê 

Social DifferenƟaƟon: SociologistsÊstudyÊinequalityÊinÊsocietyÊ-ÊitsÊcausesÊandÊconsequences.ÊYouÊwillÊ
studyÊtheÊwayÊsocieƟesÊareÊdividedÊbyÊmoney,ÊpowerÊandÊstatus.ÊYouÊwillÊalsoÊexamineÊformsÊofÊsocialÊ
differenceÊinÊBritainÊ(suchÊasÊsocialÊclass,Êgender,ÊethnicityÊandÊage)ÊandÊhowÊtheyÊcanÊimpactÊonÊaÊ
personsÊchancesÊtoÊdoÊwellÊinÊlife. 

Crime & Deviance: SociologistsÊinvesƟgateÊtheÊcausesÊofÊcrimeÊandÊdeviance.ÊYouÊwillÊstudyÊwhoÊcom-
mitsÊcrimeÊandÊwhy.ÊYouÊwillÊalsoÊstudyÊhowÊtheÊgovernmentÊandÊtheÊpoliceÊtryÊtoÊreduceÊtheÊlevelÊofÊ
crime,ÊhowÊaccurateÊofficialÊstaƟsƟcsÊonÊcrimeÊareÊandÊwhatÊfactorsÊeffectÊyourÊchancesÊofÊbecomingÊaÊ
vicƟmÊofÊcrime.Ê 

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

ThereÊareÊtwo exams.ÊBothÊexamsÊ
lastÊoneÊhourÊandÊthirtyÊminutes.Ê
ThereÊisÊno coursework. 

Unit 1 Exam (50%): 

1Êhour,Ê45Êminutes 

ÞÊCulturalÊTransmission 

ÞÊFamilies 

ÞÊEducaƟon 

Unit 2 Exam (50%):  

1Êhour,Ê45Êminutes 

ÞÊSocialÊDifferenƟaƟon 

ÞÊCrimeÊandÊDeviance 

ÞÊResearchÊMethods 

ÞÊCrimeÊandÊDeviance 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes 
ThisÊcanÊleadÊtoÊcareersÊasÊa:ÊArmedÊForcesÊ•ÊFitnessÊ
InstructorÊ•ÊÊOutdoorÊPursuitsÊInstructorÊÊ•ÊPEÊTeach-
erÊ•ÊPhysicalÊTherapistÊ•ÊPersonalÊTrainerÊ•ÊPublicÊSer-
vicesÊ•ÊSportsÊCoachÊ•ÊSportsÊJournalistÊ•ÊSportsÊRetailÊ
ManagerÊ•ÊLeisureÊCentreÊManagerÊ•ÊSporƟngÊIndusty 

Next Steps 
Study A Level/BTEc PE 
Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 
Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme. 

  

PE and Sport 
Camb. NaƟonal OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

 

GCSE PE is a combinaƟon of prac-
Ɵcal assessment, wriƩen exami-
naƟon and coursework. 
 
 
Sports Science is a combinaƟon of 
a wriƩen examinaƟon and course-
work 
 

What does the course offer me? 
IfÊyouÊenjoyÊparƟciataƟonÊinÊPhysicalÊAcƟvityÊandÊSportÊandÊtheÊTheoryÊbehindÊthisÊoneÊofÊtheseÊ
twoÊcourseÊcouldÊbeÊforÊyou. 

PleaseÊnote:ÊWeÊwillÊbeÊadvisingÊstudentsÊasÊtoÊtheÊapproapiteÊPEÊcourseÊforÊthemÊifÊtheyÊselectÊthisÊ

What does the course involve? 
Sports Science: 

· Reducing the risk of sports injuries  

· Applying principles of training  

· The body’s response to physical acƟvity  

· Sport psychology  

GCSE Physical EducaƟon: 

· PracƟcalÊPerformance 

· HealthÊandÊfitnessÊandÊwellbeing 

· PhysicalÊTraining 

· Socio-CulturalÊInfluences 

· AnatomyÊandÊPhysiology 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
RSÊdeepensÊyourÊknowledgeÊofÊtheÊworldÊaroundÊyouÊ
andÊcanÊleadÊtoÊcareersÊsuchÊas:ÊAcƟvistÊ•ÊAuthorÊ•Ê
CharityÊCoordinatorÊ•ÊEntrepreneurÊ•HymanÊRightsÊ
AdvocateÊ•ÊLawyerÊ•HumanÊResourcesÊ•Ê•SocialÊWork-
erÊ•ÊTeachingÊ•ÊYouthÊWorkerÊ 

Next Steps 
AÊLevelÊÊRS;ÊAÊLevelÊPhilosophyÊ 

Combine work and study: VocaƟonalÊÊ&ÊHigherÊTech-
nicalÊQualificaƟonsÊ(HTQs,ÊVTQs);ÊTÊLevelsÊ(industryÊ
placements)Ê;ÊApprenƟceship;ÊTraineeships 

Work: SupportedÊInternship;ÊschoolÊleaverÊscheme 

  

GCSE OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

Examination (100%) 
(2hrs) 

  

YouÊwillÊsitÊtwoÊpapers: 
· ReligionÊandÊEthicalÊIs-

suesÊ 
· ReligionÊandÊPhilosophi-

calÊThemes. 
 
ThereÊisÊnoÊcourseworkÊinÊthisÊ
subject. 

What does the course offer me? 
IfÊyouÊareÊnaturallyÊcuriousÊandÊaÊlittleÊargumentativeÊthenÊthisÊcourseÊshouldÊ
suitÊyou,ÊasÊitÊgivesÊanÊopportunityÊtoÊexamineÊsubjectsÊwhichÊaffectÊusÊallÊinÊaÊ
littleÊmoreÊdepthÊwithÊdiscussions,ÊresearchÊandÊaÊchanceÊtoÊevaluateÊtheÊinflu-
enceÊofÊtheÊmediaÊonÊourÊunderstanding.ÊThe course encourages you to con-
sider an issue from many sides and understand the beliefs and experiences 
that lie behind people’s opinions.  
AÊqualificationÊinÊReligiousÊStudiesÊisÊaÊgoodÊfoundation,ÊparticularlyÊifÊyouÊareÊ
lookingÊtoÊworkÊwithinÊhealthcare,ÊlawÊorÊtheÊmedia.ÊItÊhelpsÊyouÊdevelopÊtheÊ
abilityÊtoÊconsiderÊaÊrangeÊideasÊandÊevaluateÊtheÊstrengthsÊandÊweaknessesÊofÊ
yourÊconclusions. 

What does the course involve? 
TheÊcourseÊisÊbasedÊaroundÊtwoÊunitsÊwhichÊexploreÊethical and philosophical 
themes.ÊThisÊmeansÊyouÊdiscussÊtheÊrightsÊandÊwrongsÊandÊtheÊmeaningsÊandÊ
beliefsÊ aroundÊ issuesÊ suchÊ as:ÊGood and Evil; Life And Death; Relationships 
and Human Rights.ÊEachÊofÊtheseÊtopicsÊisÊconsideredÊfromÊaÊsecular, Christian 
and Muslim perspectiveÊandÊyouÊwillÊgainÊaÊvaluableÊinsightÊintoÊthe core be-
liefs and practicesÊ ofÊ theseÊ religions.Ê It’sÊ alsoÊ aÊ goodÊopportunityÊ toÊ addressÊ
commonÊmisconceptionsÊaboutÊworldÊreligions. 

Religious Studies (WJEC) 
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  SKILLS INVOLVED Future Career OpportuniƟes  
CareersÊinclude:ÊAgriculturalÊEngineer;ÊBaker;ÊBarista;Ê
Butcher;ÊChef;ÊFarmer;ÊFoodÊFactoryÊWorker;ÊfoodÊ
ManufacturingÊInspector;ÊFoodÊPackagingÊOperaƟve;Ê
FoodÊScienƟst;ÊHeadÊChef;ÊHotelÊManager;ÊMeatÊPro-
cessÊWorker;ÊNutriƟonist;ÊNutriƟonalÊTherapist;ÊPack-
agingÊTechnologist;ÊRestaurantÊManager;ÊTeacher-

Next Steps  
Study A Level ; T Level in Catering, Level 3 Applied 
CerƟficate/Diploma in Food Science and NutriƟon,ÊorÊ
anÊAdvancedÊTechnicalÊDiplomaÊinÊProfessionalÊCook-
eryÊApprenƟceships/Traineeships/Internships:ÊasÊaÊ
producƟonÊchef,ÊcommisÊchefÊorÊchefÊdeÊparƟe.Ê 

 

  

Technical OpƟon 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

TheÊmainÊassessmentÊforÊthisÊcourseÊ
comesÊinÊtheÊsecondÊyear.ÊÊ 

YouÊwillÊsitÊaÊpaperÊexamination worth 
40% ofÊtheÊoverallÊqualification.ÊÊThisÊ
assessmentÊcovers theory which is 
taught during year 1. 

ThereÊisÊalsoÊanÊNEAÊ(non exam assess-
ment). ÊThisÊisÊproject based andÊisÊ
worthÊ60% ofÊtheÊoverallÊqualifica-
tion.ÊÊThisÊprojectÊwillÊinvolveÊbothÊ
practical skills and elements of food 
science/theory.   

Hospitality and Catering  (WJEC L1/2 Technical Award) 
What does the course offer me? 
ThisÊcourseÊoffersÊtheÊperfectÊopportunityÊforÊyouÊtoÊdevelopÊyourÊfoodÊ&ÊcookeryÊskillsÊ
readyÊforÊfurtherÊstudyÊatÊcollegeÊorÊanÊentryÊrouteÊintoÊtheÊindustry.ÊÊ 

TheÊcourseÊwillÊteachÊyouÊmanyÊnewÊadvancedÊskillsÊalongsideÊtheÊscienceÊbehindÊthem.ÊÊ
ThisÊwillÊresultÊinÊbeingÊableÊtoÊcreateÊsuccessfulÊdishesÊeveryÊtimeÊandÊwillÊgiveÊyouÊtheÊ
opportunityÊtoÊdesignÊfoodÊproductsÊforÊspecificÊcustomers.ÊÊYouÊwillÊalsoÊbeÊrequiredÊtoÊ
planÊyourÊcookingÊforÊaÊspecificÊoutcome/event.ÊÊÊ 

AlongsideÊtheÊpracticalÊelementÊofÊtheÊcourseÊyouÊwillÊgainÊaÊvaluableÊinsightÊintoÊtheÊ
worldÊofÊhospitality.ÊÊYouÊwillÊunderstandÊwhereÊfoodÊcomesÊfrom,ÊfoodÊlawsÊandÊwhatÊaÊ
foodÊbusinessÊshouldÊbeÊdoingÊtoÊprotectÊitsÊstaffÊandÊcustomers.ÊÊPerfectÊpreparationÊ
forÊfurtherÊstudyÊandÊentryÊintoÊtheÊindustry.ÊÊÊ 

What does the course involve? 
TheÊcourseÊhasÊÊ2ÊunitsÊ 

1) UnitÊ1ÊTheÊhospitalityÊandÊcateringÊIndustry.ÊStudentsÊwillÊgainÊaÊcomprehensiveÊ
knowledgeÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊhospitalityÊandÊcateringÊindustryÊincludingÊ

provision,ÊhealthÊandÊsafety,ÊandÊfoodÊsafetyÊ.ÊÊThisÊunitÊisÊexternallyÊassessedÊ 

2) UnitÊ 2Ê Ê HospitalityÊ andÊ CateringÊ inÊ acƟon.ÊUnitÊ 2Ê enablesÊ studentsÊ toÊ developÊ
andÊapplyÊknowledgeÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊnutriƟonÊandÊhowÊ
toÊplanÊnutriƟousÊmenus.ÊTheyÊwillÊlearnÊtheÊskillsÊneededÊtoÊprepare,ÊcookÊandÊ
presentÊdishes.ÊTheyÊwillÊalsoÊlearnÊhowÊtoÊreviewÊtheirÊworkÊeffecƟvelyÊ.ÊUnitÊ2ÊÊ
isÊanÊinternallyÊassedÊunitÊ 
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Welcome to Gateacre Sixth From 

AlthoughÊsixthÊformÊmayÊseemÊdistantÊ
duringÊYearÊ9,ÊitÊisÊneverÊtooÊearlyÊtoÊ
startÊpreparing—itÊwillÊbeÊhereÊbeforeÊ

youÊknowÊit. 

 

‘StaffÊgoÊaboveÊandÊbeyondÊtoÊhelpÊ
myÊdaughterÊandÊareÊapproachableÊ

andÊsupporƟve.’ 
 

Year 12 Parent 

 

 

 
VisitÊoutÊwebsiteÊtoÊfindÊoutÊ
moreÊaboutÊGateacreÊSixthÊ
FormÊonÊourÊschoolÊwebsite. 

hƩps://www.gateacre.org/
sixth-form-home/ 

 
AnÊinclusiveÊandÊaspiraƟonÊ 

educaƟonÊforÊourÊstudents,ÊwithÊ
aÊfullÊrangeÊofÊenrichmentÊ 

acƟviƟes. 
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